Abutilon Mill. belongs to the Malvaceae and is represented by approximately 150 species distributed mostly in the tropics and the subtropics in the world. India is the home to 12 species, two subspecies and five varieties (Paul 1993; Woodrow1897). Among them two species and four varieties are endemic to India (Tetalietal 2004). Many species are commercially important as they are highly ornamental.
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Abutilon ranadeiWoodr. et Stapf. was firstly collected by N. B. Ranade, ex-keeper of the herbarium, the College of Science, Pune (Woodr. and Stapf 1894) described it as a new species and named it after Ranade. It is an endemic species known so far only from four Districts of Maharashtra State of India. According to Cooke (1901) , it is a rare plant due to its narrow range of distribution and extremely rarity the species has been declared as endangered (Nayar and Sastry 1987; Venkanna and Das Das 2000) or even presumed extinct (Ahmedullah and Nayar 1986) . It was recollected from its type locality after a lapse of almost 95 years (Mistry and Almeida 1989; Almeida 1996; Walter and Gillett 1997; Bachulkar and Yadav 1997) . Since then, the species has been collected from eight new localities in Pune, Satara, Kolhapur and Ratnagiri Districts in India.
The chromosome numbers of Abutilon have been reported by Munirajappa (1982, 1983) , Afaq-Husain et al. (1988) , and Munirajappa and Krishnappa (1993) . As the plant shows very poor fruit and seed setting, plants of the species are extremely rare and very few individuals occurring at the localities listed above. Due to its endemism, rare occurrence, poor fruiting and seed setting, the chromosome number of the species has not yet been reported. Thus, the chromosome number of A. ranadei is reported here for the first time.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
Plant material Desirable-sized flower-buds were collected early in the morning fromit's natural locality i. e. Torna fort (Pune District), a place in Western Ghats, and fixed in acetic alcohol (1:3) for 24 h. It was then transferred to 70% alcohol and stored at 4°C in refrigerator.
Methods. Flower buds fixed and stored were taken out from the fixative and thoroughly washed by tap water. Then, they were dissected carefully and picked up and smeared anthers in a drop of 1% acetocarmine (45% Acetic acid+1g carmine powder) onslide. Then, the cover slip was applied. To get better contrast, slides were gently heated over the sprit lamp flame and observed under the microscope. Chromosomes at metaphase I or anaphase I were counted at various stages. Photographs of selected stages were taken by digitalized camera (Cyber shot 12 MP Sony) under the research microscope at 10 X 40 magnification from the temporary preparations. Voucher specimens collected from the locality were deposited in the BAMU Herbarium at Department of Botany, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Aurangabad.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Abutilon ranadei Woodr. et Stapf. exhibited highly regular meiotic division. Their chromosomes showed the regular behavior during all the stages of meiosis (Fig. 1 A-F) . At diakinesis, all the microsporocytes showed typical 21 bivalents (Fig.1B) , while 21 univalents were found to be moving towards the respective poles ( Fig. 1D and E) . However, the earlier reports documented two basic chromosome numbers in Abutilon such as X=7 and 8 (Blokhovskikh 1969; David 1970; . 
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